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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE DUTY OF DISCRIMINATION IN DOING ACTS OF BENEVOLENCE; 


A Sermon, by the late Bishop of this Diocese, in aid of “ the Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina.”’ 


PHILuipPins i., 9, 10, 11—‘ And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more, 
in knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye 
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of right- 
eousness, which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 


I know not, my brethren, what we could desire to have substituted 
for the sentiments, which the Apostle here addresses to the people, 
whom, at Philippi, he had been instrumental of converting to the faith 
of Christ, in evidence of the interest he cherished, at once in their wei- 
fare; and in the honor of the religion he had taughtthem. No better or 
more suitable expression of his affectionate solicitude towards them, could 
he utter, than to pray for them, that their love of Christ, their Saviour, 
abounding more and more, might manifest itself in their knowledge 
diligently sought, of his will, and in the cultivation of a right judgment 
as to all that was their duty, and their interest in him; so that only things 
really excellent in their character and uses might be approved by them ; 
that while they selected these with a holy decision, and adhered to them 
with a firmness becoming their Christian profession, they should at the 
same time, in the sincerity of their attachment to them, and the firmness 
with which they maintained them, be, as far as possible, free from lia- 
bleness to reproach, for any manner of scandal or offence; and that 
above all, the evidence of their faith, should appear to all, in honor of 
its author, and to the glorious distinction of its name, in all possible 
righteousness of life and conversation. / 

This obvious paraphrase of the passage which has been read to you 
from the Epistle addressed by St. Paul to the converts to Christianity at 
Philippi, might suitably suggest for our consideration, the various modes, 
in which, the ministers of Christ, in any age or portion of his Church, 
should desire the love of Christ, to manifest itself, among those com- 
mitted to their charge. It is not, however,so much my purpose at 
present, to offer to your attention, a discourse founded on this language, 
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as to take some of it, for a mere motto to a few plain reflections, deemed 
suitable to the occasion of the application, which is now made to you, 
as usual, in behalf of the excellent and favorite charity of our Church, 
in this portion of it, viz. “the Protestant Episcopal Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity in South-Carolina.” ‘I pray that your love 
may abound more and more, in knowledge and in all judgment, that ye 
may approve things that are excellent.” 

It came, my brethren, of that infirmity of man, which without a per- 
petually miraculous interposition of heaven to prevent it, could not but 
always continue to operate, even amidst the best advantages of moral 
light and improvement, that the Church of the Redeemer, had been 
scarcely planted, when error and perversion variously inconsistent with 
its true doctrine, found their way among its professors. The general 
fallibility of the human mind, will not alone adequately explain the ex- 
istence of this evil. It existed even at an early day, and has since 
always existed, marked with characters, too plainly denoting the wil- 
fulness of individual tempers, or a negligence and inattention with 
respect to things spiritual and moral, obviously occasioned by the par- 
amount influence upon the affections and solicitudes of men, of things 
merely sensible and temporal. Man is certainly, under all circumstances, 
and in all periods of his history, alike, to be contemplated as prone to 
error, as much through the influence of vice and passion, as of the una- 
voidable necessity of his intellectual incapacity to avoid it; and hence 
the duty as essentially involved in every sound system of moral obliga- 
tion, as any other, of anxious endeavor and care, to be guarded against 
its admission ; and at the same time, the offence in the sight of heaven, 
which cannot but attach to all moral error that is heedlessly entertained, 
and under cireumstances admitting of its correction. We look with 
concern, indeed, at the blindness and incapacity of men, leading them 
to put darkness for light, and light for darkness—but we look with 
concern mingled with indignation at the wickedness of men, so often 
leading them to misunderstand and pervert the evidence of truth, to 
the encouragement and confirmation, of both themselves and their fel- 
low men, in that, whether of opinion or of conduct, which neither the 
sound judgment, nor the uncorrupted heart can approve. 

There is no other explanation to be given of the earnestness of zeal, 
with which the Apostles of our Lord, pursue with their warning and 
admonition all deviations from the course into which ¢heir instructions 
had been intended to set the minds of men, than that both danger and 
offence accompanied error, which it was in their power to avoid; nor 
will their constant exhortations and counsels, addressed to those, whom 
they had been the occasion of bringing to the knowledge and profession 
of the religion of the Son of God, to beware of such as would corrupt 
their minds from the simplicity that is in Christ, (who are denounced as 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ ;*) or 
of them who would pervert the Gospel of Christ—where they say “ let 
no man deceive you,” “ stand fast and hold the traditions which you have 
been taught, whether by word or Epistles’”—‘ hold fast the form of 
sound words, which you have heard of us”—permit us for a moment to 
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be unaware of the serious importance which attaches to right impression 
and conduct in religious things, and of course, the obligation of the most 
diligent and faithful endeavor, to acquire and preserve them, and the 
sinfulness, through want of such endeavor either of not acquiring them, 
or of losing or renouncing them when once they had been acquired. 

The language of the Apostle, however, in the passage with which I 
have introduced these reflections, is alone sufficient evidence of the im- 
portance which we are to consider to appertain to the careful discrimina- 
tion with which, as to religious truth and interest, we think and act. I 
pray that you may approve things that are excellent. The opposite of 
things excellent, the Apostle well knew there were, in favor ef which 
the minds of men might be perverted through the influence ef seducing 
teachers, or their own ignorance and infirmity ; and it is his anxious de- 
sire, that, as they loved the Lord of their salvation, they would so seek 
to abound in knowledge and in judgment, that only things really excel- 
lent in religion, things conformed to the word and law ef God, and 
conducive to his glory, might receive their approbation, and be promoted 
by their conduct. 

What, in all respects the Apostle would have permitted te bear the 
distinction of things excellent in religion, we cannot with an unqualified 
confidence, undertake to determine. We know, indeed, in general, 
from the tenor of the sacred writings what things are entitled to be se 
regarded—and we know from the earnestness with which he urges that 
truth as they had been taught it, should be discriminated from error im 
the regard of men, and things sound and salutary from the contrary, that 
there is an obligation inseparable from religious profession, to be anx- 
iously concerned that what is entertained may be right; and that what 
is abetted and promoted, may be that which in the sight of God, is 
good, and worthy of his blessing and approval. 

To you, my brethren, as a portion of the flock of Christ, we come 
with the earnest, prayerful desire, that you may abound in all know- 
ledge and in all judgment ; so as to approve in religion, things that are 
really excellent ; and approving, with an unwearied zeal of pious benev- 
olence, to promote them. We pretend not to dictate for you what are 
the things, which as peculiarly excellent in their principle and tendency, 
should have your approving regard, and your concern for their further- 
ance. But we are warranted in the confidence, with which we urge 
upon your adherence as such, the principles and practices of the Church, 
of which we are members: because we can refer you, in evidence of 
their truth and excellence, to the Scriptures, as their indisputable 
source—to the uniform testimony of the first and purest ages of Chris- 
tianity—to fathers of the Reformation, than whom none were more 
eminent in pure and enlightened zeal and conduct—and to their conso- 
nance with all that human reason and observation shew to be good and 
salutary, for individual and social character and life. Of such evidence 
we are confident of the sufficiency, where it is adequately known and 
considered. We deprecate the indifference that should disregard it : 
and it might, indeed, reasonably be our grief, that among any to whom 
we minister, it should be unimportant, whether by the light of that evi- 
dence they proceeded in a steady consistency of religious conduct, 
sacredly preferring the doctrine, discipline and worship of these venera- 
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ble institutions, or were equally the patrons and promoters of all else in 
religion, that might prefer a claim upon their undistinguishing regard. 
We cannot, my brethren, suspect ourselves of either fanaticism or bigotry 
in counselling such exercise of the love of Christ and his Gospel, as 
would lead youto abound more and more in knowledge, and in all 
judgment as to the history and character of the institutions, under which 
we enjoy the privileges of Christian instruction and worship ; and to 
approve as things in religion decidedly worthy of your confidence, those 
which under them so reasonably claim your preference. We urge upon 
you, at the same time no exclusive, uncharitable religious feeling. Un- 
der other institutions, there may be much, that is worthy of your respect, 
as holy in principle, and good in practice. According as it so approves 
itself to the judgment, we would withhold nothing that is due, from its 
claims: but with a conscientious persuasion that there is nothing em- 
braced within the scope of what, the Church, of which we are members 
authorises to be taught, which the Scriptures do not warrant as true, 
which is not in accordance with all apostolical primitive Christianity, 
and which experience may not shew to be of happy moral efficacy, we 
were faithless to obligation in no pardonable degree, did we not exhort 
you, to be steadfast and consistent, in the religious faith and conduct of 
Protestant Episcopalians. 

It isnot to be apprehended, that among those who in our favored 
country, blessed with religious liberty in a degree unknown to any other 
portion of even Protestant Christendom, any who recognize this, as their | 
denomination, can require to be informed that it is one, which classes 
them with none, who under any foreign Hierarchy may profess, in gene- 
ral, the same principles of Christian truth and obligation. We are 
Protestants in common with all, who share the light and freedom of 
Christianity, reformed from the corruptions and abuses of Popery ; re- 
taining the whole of its doctrine, as it first was taught and received in 
the world; and we are Episcopalians, in common with all those, who, 
from the day of the Apostles themselves, have chosen to abide by the 
constitution of the ministry as by them established. No alliances of 
human policy or convenience encumber our free exercise of the privi- 
leges of a right Christian liberty, and the simplicity and purity of a 
primitive discipline, bids away from our institutions, the reproach of 
any thing which the enlightened lover of Scriptural @hristianity can 
condemn. 

My brethren, it is under such impressions sincerely entertained, that 
you are now addressed in behalf of an institution, whose object is, the 
promotion of Christian faith, worship, and practice, on principles pecu- 
liar to the Protestant Episcopal Church in these United States. Other 
modes of religious charity, may, more or less, be good: but we are 
justified in urging the claims of this with a very decided confidence: in 
their merit. Other modifications of Christian doctrine and discipline, 
may more or less, be adapted to the advancement of the moral happiness 
and improvement of our fellow men; and so far as they may be, our 
wishes and prayers, for their efficacy should attend them. To none of 
them, however, can the pretension to be so, in our estimation, so unques- 
tionably belong, as to that, with which we here, are concerned. Were, 
we, therefore, brethren, to encourage those to whom we minister, to put 
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no difference, in their esteem and patronage, between the plain, obvious, 
indisputable good, through the operations of this benevolence, to be 
done, and-all others which an unthinking or a visionary liberality would 
bid them to promote; should we, with equal satisfaction, see religious min- 
istrations for which we know no authority, and the qualification for which 
implies nothing that we deem essential to fitness for the Gospel minis- 
try, receiving the sanction of their countenance and aid, instead of such 
as we consider to be duly and regularly invested with them—or should 
we see a doctrine not according to godliness, bidden onward in its career 
of popular delusion, by their too ready assent to the specious imposing 
assertion to itself, of the blessing of the Spirit resting on its course, in- 
stead of that which is obviously good tothe vital! practical edification of 
its hearers,—we might falsely take credit to ourselves for a charitable 
and Catholic spirt; but we could not expect in your judgment, to fulfil 
the obligations of our *office, or to escape the reproach of our own 
hearts, as faithless stewards of the trust, which, at the hands of the Lord 
of the Church, we had received. 

We would not, however, unnecessarily bring before you any compari- 
son of merits, between the objects of this pious benevolence, and of 
others. It is enough, that of this, we can adduce claims, which cannot 
but approve themselves to the judgment and the feelings of all of our 
communion and fellowship of faith. The Society for which we solicit, 
on this occasion, your continued and increasing aid, has, for its great and 
only purpose, the Advancement of Christianity within the State, on 
principles, whose soundness and truth, none of us are disposed to ques- 
tion. It is its business, to give the means and opportunity of religious 
instruction on such principles, and help them by the constant and vigi- 
lant, personal ministrations of those who convey them, to evince their 
practical efficacy upon human life and character. It carries the-know- 
ledge, the counsels, the consolations of religion to all whom it cannot 
affect by personal ministrations, or gives them superadded to personal 
ministrations, in copies of the Scriptures, the Book of Common Prayer, 
and various well selected publications. Proceeding according to such 
purposes of good to men, and honor to the Redeemer, this Society, has, 
for more than sixteen years,* been the happy bearer of your bounty to 
numbers who are now rejoicing in its effects ; besides those whom it has 
helped to go down comforted, and with peace into the grave. It has 
certainly been the occasion of the erection of many Churches, in which 
the worship of God is celebrated in the Liturgy in which we so reasona- 
bly delight, by numerous congregations of grateful people. It has 
gathered multitudes, who were going, or had gone astray, into the fold 
of the Church, whose name it bears, under the bland and benign influ- 
ence of its gentle, moderate, and charitable conduct of religious inter- 
ests ; and it has given opportunity of useful and honorable action in the 
service of their God and country, to many, who, born and reared among 
you, must have otherwise sought some other field for the enterprise, in 
which the love of Christ, had induced them to engage. It has carried 
the truths and consolations of the Gospel to the otherwise uninstructed 
and miserable poor, in books, which they could not, but for this charity 





* Delivered in June, 1827. 
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have known, With astatement of good, then, thus actually done by it, 
to so considerable extent; good which is visible and tangible, and un- 
questionable, we surely have ground on which to rest our preference of 
this charity, where we may firmly stand, and bid all of our Communion 
to unite with us, in the same preference. Here is nothing speculative, 
or doubtful. 

We believe the influence of Christianity upon individuals and society 
to be important to their happiness and. welfare. We confide, especially, 
in that influence of Christianity which is conveyed, through the offices 
of the Church of which we are part, as good to make men temporally 
and eternally happy, by uniting them in a true faith with Christ the Sa- 
viour, and through the way of his own holy ordinances blessing and 
sanctifying them, and putting them onward, through all the vicissitudes 
and trials of mortality, to life eternal. "We see that influence of Chris- 
tianity largely and effectually conveyed through the operation of the 
charity, which on this occasion claims our help. With what consistency, 
therefore, can we withhold this help, or allege the claims of other and 
numerous religious charities, in preclusion of that of this? Others may 
be useful. This indisputably and manifestly is useful to the kingdom 
of the Redeemer, and the interest, in our own community, of human 
happiness and virtue. Shall this then not be deemed worthy of a decis- 
ion in its favor, that shall hold us firmly and perseveringly its friends ? 
It is far from receiving allthe patronage which it needs, and to which it 
would seem to be most reasonably entitled. Much as it has effected, it 
has been, by means of the most rigid care in applying the comparatively 
little which it had to bestow; and while its managers have looked re- 
joicing on the one hand, on the good which Providence has enabled 
them in the execution of their trust to effect, they have looked, sorrow- 
ing on the other, on the work of God soliciting them, to which it has not 
been possible for them to put theirhand. ‘They lament, therefore, pain- 
fully, that so many of their brethren, whose names are not enrolled on 
the list of members of the Society, should withhold from the treasury 
committed to them, the contribution it solicits at their hands. They 
entreat them to consider, whether what they give in pious charity, may 
not, in some instances, be less worthily applied, than it might be, if given 
thus, and are not diffident to suggest, that if by a discrimination in bene- 
ficence, this species of it should remain, to the preclusion of some, 
whose claims, consistently with those which it prefers, could not alike be 
pronounced, it might, perhaps, be but the practical approving of things 
that are excellent, and giving the just precedence in our concern, to the 
exigences of the household of faith. 

My brethren, if we seem to urge with an importunate zeal, the de- 
mands of the charity, in whose behalf I have been requested to appear 
before you, let us, 1 pray you, have your indulgence. It is no more,’ 
persuade myself, than an obligatory and reasonable concern for the 
house of God and the offices thereof, which actuates us, and not zeal for 
the interest of religious sect or party. The sincere persuasion, by 
which what has been addressed to you, has been dictated, is, that in 
promoting to the utmost that we can, this charity, and enlarging its 
power to act according to the provisions of its Constitution, we contri- 
bute to the Advancement of Christianity in its greatest purity and most 
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unexceptionable conformity with the Scriptures ; we are instrumental of 
building up the Church of Christ, as his Apostles instituted it, and or- 
dained that it should continue; we help our. fellow men to receive into 
their minds, and become established in the soundest principles of reli- 
gious truth and duty, with all their light to cheer and direct, their coun- 
sel to rule and govern, and their consolation to alleviate the evils of the 
pilgrimage of mortality; and we do, with a peculiarly reasonable hope 
of such an effect, that which by promoting the virtue of its people will 
through the blessing and favor of heaven resting upon it, advance to the 
happiness and prosperity of our country, 


——— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
_ Report from the Missionary of St. Stephen’s Chapel, from Jan. Ist to June 30th, 1843. 


To the Bishop of the Diocese :— 
Right Rev. and Dear Sir,—Having been so directed, by the Board of 
Managers of the Charleston Protestant Episcopal Female Domestic 
Missionary Society, I beg leave to submit to you, this my Semi-Annual 
Report. During the six months just past, there have been in the Mission 
under my care, 12 baptisms, 7 marriages, and 6 funerals. From sick- 
ness during the winter months, and absence from the city some weeks 
in the spring, with other preventing circumstances, 1 have been able to 
pay only 295 visits in that period. There are at present connected with 
St. Stephen’s Chapel, 110 white families and 12 colored—with 71 white 
individuals and 22 colored. From the fluctuating nature of my congre- 
gation, great variation in the number of families, &c. must always be 
expected. It may be proper, however, here to remark, that several 
families have been stricken from the list of those connected with the 
Chapel, without my having been informed of their intention to dissolve 
their connexion with it, and only because having changed their place of 
residence, and given me no information thereof, I have not been able for 
a length of time to findthem out. Perhaps some of them may yet again 
be found, and then of course they would be placed again upon the list. 
The number of communicants at present are 110 white, and 24 colored ; 
total, 134, These, generally speaking, are I trust and believe, walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and enjoying the comforts of the Holy Ghost. 
‘ here have been in the Sunday School 16 female and 2 male teachers, 
with an average of 113 children in attendance. The penny collection 
from the School has been continued, and during the six months embraced 
in this Report, has yielded to the Missionary cause the sum of $20 59. 
The Organist’s and Sexton’s salaries have been regularly paid at the 
end of each quarter. Through the aid of kind friends to the Chapel, 
the expense attending the coloring thereof, has also been fully paid. 
From the Treasurer’s Report herewith sent, you will see that there still 
remains a small debt of 35 dollars against us. This debt was incurred 
for work done before the present Missionary took charge of the Mis- 
sion.. He was in hopes that it would long since have been paid, but 
the collection from the boxes has been so small, and the aid towards it 
from other sources so little, that it could not be done. Fortunately for 
us, our creditors have been very indulgent, and we feel truly grateful, 
and more anxious that they should be soon paid, on that account. 
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The congregation have contributed with more than their usual liber- 
ality towards the support of Missions, and in aid of their more needy 


brethren—their contributions have been 





For Expenses of the Chapel, - - - $22 70 
“© Missions, Domestic and African, - - 93 52 
“ Communion Alms, - - - 107 554 
‘ Syrian Mission, - - - - 62 75 

$286 525 


There have been received from individuals the sum of $25 00, and 
from other congregations the sum of $70 00, which sums, with the 
Communion Alms, have rendered aid to 30 needy persons. This, on an 
average to each person, would yield only the small sum of $6 75 for six 
months. Can the charitable members of our Communion not enable me 
to render these their poor brethren more efficient aid? Could they, as I 
often do, hear some of them say—“ I have not one cent in my house to 
buy food with’—and others, “I get work from the shops, and am al- 
lowed only 64 cents a piece for homespun shirts, and 124 cents a pair 
for pantaloons,” [ am sure they would pity and endeavor to relieve them. 

I am daily more and more impressed with the importance of having a 
Parochial School in connexion with the Chapel, and would most ear- 
nestly solicit your aid, and that of my brethren in the ministry, towards 
its accomplishment. It has been stated in former Reports that I have 
in hand the sum of $60 00 towards that object, and the pledge of $500 
more, to be paid whenever it is wanted. Very little more would proba- 
bly be needed to erect a suitable school house on the Chapel lot where 
there is ample room; and with the house once provided, | think there 
would not be much difficulty in finding a suitable teacher and commen- 
cing aschool. We could not indeed make it entirely a free school 
without a permanent fund for the payment of the teacher,—but the price 
of tuition might be graduated according to the circumstances of the 
pareuts, and thus, with but trifling aid from the friends of the poor, the 
school might be maintained. With your permission and that of the 
Executive Committee, | would be glad to make an immediate and direct 
effort for the accomplishment of this object. Should this permission be 
given, you will oblige me, by furnishing a written declaration of your and 
their approbation of the object, as it would no doubt greatly tend to en- 
sure me success in my effort. 





i 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
Report of the Missionary at St. John’s Chapel, July 4th, 1843. 


Right Rev. and Dear Sir,—In compliance with my duty as Mission- 
ary of St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, Charleston Neck, I beg leave to 
lay before you the following statement for the last six months. I have 
solemnized 3 marriages, 1 white and 2 colored. Baptized 2 adults, 1 
white and 1 colored. Buried 3 adults, 2 whites and one colored—1 
colored child. Our Sunday School for white and colored children has 
been regularly held every Sunday morning befere service, and that for 
colored adults and children every Sunday afternoon immediately after 
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Divine Service. I am happy to state that the attendance on the schools 
has improved. The children of the congregation have been catechised 
on the 2d Sunday of every month. The Lord’s Supper has been ad- 
ministered-on the 3d Sunday of every month. Divine Service has been 
held on every Saturday morning, the hour for service was lately changed 
from 11 to 7 o’clock, that hour being considered more convenient. 

With a view of extending further instruction to the colored portion 
of my charge, I have set apart one evening of every week to meet 
them, and feel gratified at the interest manifested by some of them. 
Our little body has experienced a diminution from the late discharge of 
workmen from the Rail-Road, some having been compelled to seek 
support in other places. Though fluctuating, the attendance upon our 
morning and evening services continues to improve. I have received 
during the last six months $104 72 cents, of wkich Communion Alms 
of St. John’s Chapel, from St. Philip’s and St. Michael’s amount to 
$63 22 cents; $25 received from a kind friend for the poor of the Mis- 
sion generally. $13 50 cents (being the half of the amount collected 
at St. Philip’s Church on Whitsun-Tuesday,) presented to the Chapel 
for the purchase of Sunday School Books, and $3 (the pocket money of 
a deceased child,) received through Rev. Mr. Glennie for Sunday School 
Library Books—the whole of which amount has been appropriated as 
directed, and expended to the best of my judgment. According to the 
request of the Committee, I have made several visits to the Goal and 
Poor- House. | 

Praying that God’s blessing may attend the Mission committed to our 


charge. I remain, &e. 


ene rr recom — 
NOTICES OF NHW PUBLICATIONS. 


Errors of the Times ; a Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese 
of Connecticut, at the Annual Convention, holden in, Christ Church, in the 
City of Hartford, June 13th, 1843. By the Rt. Rev. Thomas Brownell, 
D. D., L. L. D., Bishop of the Diocese—The title of this admirable 
Charge, which we should like to see circulated as a Tract and univer- 
sally read, is ‘ the Errors of the Times.” Many very many errors are 
exposed, but in particular the prevailing notions, respecting private 
judgment ; the Church and its Ministry ; and the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Much as we value the reasoning and the reflections of the Rt. Reverend 
author, we owe him at least as large a debt of gratitude for the facts 
which he has boldly placed before the public. If the theologian did not, 
the mass of the people need to be told of 

_L. The injustice to our Church ; “ Perhaps there has been no time, 
Since the organization of our branch of the Church in this country, 
when So general and so violent a hostility has been arrayed against it. 
I judge from the general tone and temper of the dissenting press, and 
on the presumption that it affords a fair indication of the spirit of the re- 
ligious communions which support it. Week after week, we may read 
columns of misrepresentation and abuse, poured out from its various 
periodicals, against the Church of our affections, and calls upon all thé 
VOL. XX.—NO. 6, 22 
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incongruous sects to unite in a crusade against ‘ Popery, Puseyism, and 
Prelacy.’”’ 

Ik. The condition of many denominations: “There are numerous 
bodies of intelligent, humble and devoted Christians: but without any 
sufficient bond of union and stability ;—the Bible alone, to the exclusion 
of all Church authority ;—the Bible alone, ‘ without note or comment,’ 
their only standard of faith; and the utmost liberty of private interpre- 
tation allowed and encouraged; it will not be surprising if they shall 
continue to be encroached upon, divided, weakened, and perhaps over- 
run, by the boldness of error, and the fanatical spirit of ignorance.” 

III. The antiquity of our Church: “ Planted originally in Britain by 
one of the Apostles, or by some of the immediate successors of the 
Apostles, and there organized in its integrity, the Church of England 
became a true branch of the Apostolic Church. But in the course of 
centuries, the Papal power of Rome, through its intrigues with tempo- 
ral rulers, and by its gradual usurpations, had extended its dominion 
through western Europe; and the Church of Britain became infected 
by its errors and superstitions, while, at the same time, it was oppressed 
by its exactions. The tyranny of that power at length became so in- 
tolerable that all estates of men united in throwing off its dominion. 
And though the Providence of God made use of the passions of an 
arbitrary and sensual monarch, in giving the first impetus to the Refor- 
mation, yet it was conducted, in its progress, by some of the purest 
Bishops and Martyrs whose labors ever blessed the Courch. Errors of 
doctrine were corrected, ecclesiastical abuses were suppressed, super- 
stitious observances were abolished, and the faith and worship of the 
Apostolic times were happily restored: and thus, preserving whatever 
was valuable in the ancient Creeds and Liturgies, the Reformers embo- 
died the result of their labors in the Scriptural doctrines, and offices of 
devotion, set forth in our Book of Common Prayer. Such is the Church, 
brethren, from which we derive our origin, and through which we trace 
back the perpetuity of our existence, and the regular Apostolic succes- 
sion of our ministry, to the primitive Church of Christ. Happy had it 
been for the Christian world, if all the Protestant Churches of Europe 
had been enabled to pursue the same unerring course! and, when the 
Dignitaries of the continental Churches refused to unite in the holy 
work of the Reformation, happy had it been for those Churches if their 
primitive organization had been preserved, and a continuance of their 
ministerial succession had been sought from the Church of England! 
How many heresies and schisms, how many various forms of dissent, 
how much extravagance and fanaticism, how much uncharitableness, 
how much infidelity had thus been prevented , 

IV. The nature of New-Light Theology: “ It was introduced by 
Wesley, and Whitefield, and Edwards, and rapidly extended by their 
coadjutors. This theology appears to be a compound of excited feel- 
ing, with some of the subtleties of Calvinism ; and its influence has now 
pervaded, in a greater or less degree, the general public mind of our 
country. According to the popular apprehension of this scheme, the 
essence of religion consists in a sudden chance of heart, wrought by the 
operation of the Holy Ghost, without the instrumentality of means ;— 
perceptible to: the mind, but independent of the co-operation of those who 
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are the sulyects of it.* Connecting this experimental change with the 
Calvanistic doctrine of ‘ perseverance in grace,’ the work of salvation is 
complete. This is an absorbing view of religion, which swallows up 
every doctrine of the Gospel; whether it relates to faith or practice: 
There seems no further need of the aids of divine grace, nor of any 
of the instrumentalities which God has appointed for the salvation of 
men :—No need of a Church; no need of a ministry; no need of sa- 
craments: The work is finished! Doubtless there are many who would 
deny these consequences ; and it is not for me to impute to any individ- 
ual, sentiments which he expressly disavows. I may deem him eonsis- 
tent, though I have no right to call himinsincere. But I appeal to the 
candid and enlightened observation of all, whether the practical opera- 
tion of the theory be not such as [ have described! How different is all 
this from the doctrines and means of salvation set forth in the universal 
Church of Christ, for more than fifteen centuries !” 
~V. The state of the case as to Regeneration: “ltis not a little re- 
markable that the doctrine of baptismal regeneration should be regarded 
as so obnoxious, by ali classes of dissenters, while, at the game time, it 
is the authoritative teaching of all the chief protestant denominations in 
the world. ‘This fact demonstrates the little regard which is paid by 
these denominations to Church authority, or to the standards of their 
faith ;—the latitude which is given to the right of private judgment, and 
the wide spread influence of the ‘new-light theology.’ It may well be 
questioned, indeed, whether the great mass of dissenters know much 
about their authoritative standards; and whether, even their teachers, 
are not mainly governed, in their interpretation of Scripture, by their 
own private judgment, or by the tone of public sentiment which may 
prevail for the time being, rather than by any deference to Church au- 
thority.” : 
VI. Some opinions held by the Old Puritans: The following resolu- 
tion was passed by the General Association of Connecticut, in June, 
1745. ‘ Whereas, there has of late years been many errors in doctrine, 
and disorders in practice, prevaijing in the Churches in this land, which 
seem to have a threatening aspect upon the Churches ; and whereas Mr. 
George Whitefield has been the promoter, or at least the faulty occasion 
of many of these errors and disorders ; this association think it needfal 
for them to declare, that if the said Mr. Whitefield should make his pro- 
gress through this government, it would by no means be advisable for 
any of our ministers to admit him into their pulpits, or for any of our 
people to attend his administrations.” — Trumbull, vol. 2., p. 190. 





“Wesley did not adopt the Calvinistic dogma of “ perseverance ;’’ nor has it been main- 


tained by his followers. It should also be added, that new views of this great change have 
recently been set forth among us, in which man is represented as the efficient agent in the work. 
The change is regarded as the exclusive act of his innate free-agency, by which, according to 
the techuical expression, he “ gives himself up to God.” The theory is yet in its nascent state, 
and may lead to more important developments. Yet under all modifications, the change is 
considered not the less sudden or entire, and is often compared to the twinkling of the eye, or 
a flash of lightning. There seems to be a natural desire in the heart of man to have the great 
work of his salvation effected in a moment, without leaving it dependant on “ a patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing.” The change of state, in baptism, the change appointed by Christ, is 
indeed sudden, but the renovation of the heart is the business of the whole life—aided by the 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit. } 
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VII. The character of our Prayer Book : “In our Book of Common 
Prayer, is a standard of faith and worship, conformable to Scripture, and 
agreeable to the practice of the Church in the earliest and purest ages 
of Christianity. It will be the object of the present discourse to re- 
commend to you a strict adherence to this standard ; shunning, on the 
one hand, those corruptions and superstitions of the Church of Rome, 
which it: was so carefully framed to avoid, and equally rejecting, on 
the other hand, the errors connected with ultra-Protestantism, and all 
the extravagances which have recently sprung from it.” * * “The 
Prayer Book has stood the scrutiny of ages. It is the safe bulwark, 
erected under the Providence of God, and sustained by his goodness, 
against the disorganization and fanaticism of sects, on the one hand, 
and against the tyranny and superstition of Romanism on the other. Its 
doctrines have received the sanction of the true Catholic Church, from 
the time of the Apostles; its Prayers have been used and hallowed by 
a long line of saints and martyrs; and it now stands secure, as the only 
enduring monument of the Protestant Reformation.” 

We wish, we had room to quote the discriminating remarks, on true 
Reformation principles— Private Judgment—the Apostolic Church, and 
the Sacrament of Baptism. r 


Two Discourses on the Second Advent of the Redeemer, with special 
reference to the year 1843. By John Henry Hopkins, D. D., Bishop of 
the Diocese of Vermont.—Every one who desires to see exposed the 
ignorance and presumption of the modern American prophet, and to 
know the true principles of prophecy, as well as to be gratified by hold- 
ing communion with high intelligence and sound learning, ought to read 
these able, interesting and well timed discourses: ‘To analyze them 
would be to injure them, and therefore we are content with a few ex- 
tracts which will instruct our readers, and create an appetite for the 
whole work. 

‘“‘ How striking the contrast between the logic of those good men who 
talk of his coming in the year 1843, and the reasoning of our divine 
Master! ‘Watch and pray,’ say they, ‘because ye know the time.’ 
Watch and pray, saith Christ, because ye know it not.” 

“ The word times, in this chapter, (Levit. 26, 18,) has nothing to do 
with periods at all; being used simply to signify the repetition of pun- 
ishment, without any regard to duration. The author of this most 
extraordinary notion was doubtless seduced into his gross mistake by 
applying the meaning of the word ¢zme in the prophecy of Daniel to the 
same word in Leviticus, without adverting to the obvious difference in 
the construction of the passages respectively. Thus, in the Book of 
Daniel, (7, 25,) it is said of Antichrist, that ‘he shall wear out the saints 
of the Most High, and think to change times and laws : and they shall be 
given into his hand until « time, and times, and the dividing of time.’ 
Here it is quite manifest that duration of some sort must be contempla- 
ted, because it is impossible to give the passage any other meaning. 
Whereas in the Book of Leviticus, the Almighty saith, ‘ I will punish 
you seven times for your sins.’ Surely no ordinary English reader could 
be at a loss to perceive that the mumber of the punishments, and zot 
their duration, must be here intended. If there could be any reasonable 
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doubt on this point, however, the slightest acquaintance with the original 
Hebrew, or the Greek Septuagint, or the Latin Vulgate, or the modern 
German, French, Italian or Spanish versions, would decide the question. 
For there is no word in the Hebrew text but the single word seven, and 
all the other versions, without exception, have used expressions which 
can in no possible way be made to favor the error. So that here is an 
instance of prophetic exposition, derived from the supposed meaning of 
a word which forms no part of the original at all, and which our English 
translators plainly used in a widely different acceptation.”’ 


‘“‘ The records of astrology are full of melancholy evidence, shewing | 


the propensity of men tv lift the veil of futurity, and the credulity— 
sometimes of the very strongest minds—with which the supposed know- 
ledge of the diviner was received, even among Christians, as if it were 
the utterance of a sacred oracle. Nay,so readily were they persuaded 
to imagine that the Almighty had intended the stars to be the book of 
mortal destiny, that in their pious hallucination, they mingled devotion 
with all their absurdities, and prepared themselves for casting their 
horoscopes with fasting and prayer. Still more apposite to this subject, 
however, is the history of similar announcements of the end of the 
world, in the years that are passed away. Many, very many visionary 
enthusiasts have undertaken to warn mankind of the approaching judg- 
ment, and never yet have they failed to obtain a numerous auditory and 
a willing ear. Powerful excitements, extravagant wildness, the intoxi- 
cation of fanaticism, the very ravings of madness, have all followed in 
their train. And yet, alas! these things were called the fruits of the 
study of prophecy, as if the Word of God, in the strongest and clearest 
terms, had not pronounced against the possibility of our-foreknowing 
the time of our Lord’s appearing: as if, in the very last chapter of holy 
Scripture, the Almighty had not denounced wrath upon the ‘ adding to 
the words of the prophecy,’—a sin which we fear is but too often un- 
wittingly committed, by the presumptuous znferences of human calcula- 
tion.” 

“Tt is too obvious to need remark, that if there were no other argu- 
ments to prove the impossibility of precise calculations as to the time 
allotted for the accomplishment of unfulfilled prophecy, these Chrono- 
logical uncertainties would be more than sufficient. The case of Mr. 
Miller is only one out of a great number, proving that ‘a little learning 
isa dangerous thing.’ I trust that the goodness of God will spare him 
long enough to make an edifying application of the inspired text, ‘ If 
any man thinketh that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he 
ought to know.’” 


SELECTIONS. 


THE CHURCH VIEWS ON PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
From Bishop Brownell’s Charge. 
The “ Homilies of the Church” requently refer to the authority of 


the early Fathers, in confirmation of the doctrines they inculcate. And 
all the venerable champions of the English Reformation have concurred 
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in these sentiments. ‘They never thought of a general license to every 
man to act as the interpreter of Scripture, according to his own private 
fancy, nor of giving to every one an unlimited freedom to exercise his 
own private inventions, in matters of Church Reform. The general 
exercise of private judgment, and of the freedom of the will, is indeed 
the natural and inalienable right of every man. But he is responsible 
to his God, and in a minor degree, to his fellow-men, for the manner in 
which he exercises those faculties. He may not rightly set them up in 
opposition to the word of God. He may not rightly exercise them in a 
spirit of vanity, of perversity, or of self-conceit. He may not rightly 
exercise them in a way injurious to the peace and order of society, nor 
without a due veneration for the judgment of the Church, and its min- 
istry ;—so far as that judgment is supported by primitive tradition and 
usage, and isin conformity to the divine Word. We deem him self-suffi- 
cient and conceited, who pays no respect to public opinion, even though 
that opinion may perhaps be founded on the caprice of the day. Much 
less is he to be commended who sets at nought the opinions of the wise 
and the good;—opinions which have stood the scrutiny of ages, and 
which have for centuries received the sanction of the universal Church. 
It was under these views of the right of private judgment, that the 
Reformation of the Church of England was conducted, through many 
vicissitudes, and brought to a successful issue. The result is fully em- 
bodied in our Book of Common Prayer:—a standard of faith and 
worship which seems to be almost the only permanent religious monu- 
ment of the Reformation, in Protestant Christendom. The Communions 
planted by Calvin and Zuinglius, have become deeply imbued with So- 
cinianism and infidelity. Those founded by Luther and Melancthon, 
have been corrupted by Rationalism, and every species of “ vain phi- 
losophy.” ‘The stern Church of John Knox has shared, to a great 
degree, a similar fate, and is, moreover rent by internal divisions. Has 
Puritanism enjoyed a happier destiny, either in Europe or in this coun- 
try? Let the schisms, the heresies, the infidelity, the fanaticism, which 
have everywhere sprung from its distractions, answer the question. The 
erroneous notions of the right of private judgment, under which all 
these Communions were established, have been constantly growing to 
greater and greater lengths of extravagance, till the tone of public sen- 
timent on this subject is utterly perverted. 





—~— 


SOUND REFORMATION PRINCIPLES. 
From Bishop Brownell’s Charge. 


Should the entire fabric of the existing Church, as well as its errors, 
be demolished and abandoned ; and new Churches established, upon a 
platform, such as the ingenuity of a Luther, a Calvin, or a Zuinglius 
might devise? Or, should the existing Church be preserved ;—purified 
from its corruptions, freed from its superstitions, and restored to the in- 
tegrity and perfection of the primitive ages? Through ihe good Provi- 
dence of God, the latter process was happily accomplished, in: the 
Church of England, from which we are descended. The former course 
was adopted, (partly from the supposed necessity of the case,) in the 
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Reformation of the continental Churches. The Romish Church had 
been accustomed to defend her errors by the authority of vague tradi- 
tions, having their origin in the obscurity of the dark ages, or in the 
selfish cunning of her hierarchy. The continental Reformers went to 
the extreme of rejecting all tradition, and Church authority, even 
though they pertained to primitive times, and were calculated to illus- 
trate and harmonize the doctrines of the Gospel. The Reformers of 
the Church of England, while they maintained the supreme authority 
and the sufficiency of the Scriptures, and rejected such traditions as 
inculcated articles of faith 7m addition to what they contained, yet re- 
ceived with respectful veneration all those catholic and primitive usages 
of the Church which were in accordance with Scripture, and paid a due 
regard to the testimony of those holy men of early times, whose wri- 
tings were peculiarly calculated to throw light upon the doctrines of the 
Saviour and the Apostles, and to show us how those doctrines were re- 
ceived and carried into practice in the primitive ages. This course is in 
accordance with the dictates of reason and common sense. In the in- 
vestigation of any fact, especially if it pertain to remote antiquity, the 
first rule of evidence requires that we should examine it by the light of 
cotemporary history. And though the English Reformers ascribed no 
Popish infallibility to the Church, or to the early Fathers, yet, as the 
instruction they afforded came from sources where the truth was likely 
to be well understood, at a time when there was no motive to pervert it, 
and when the Holy Spirit seems to have been more abundantly shed 
upon the Church and upon its ministers, for the establishment of the 
Christian faith, they felt bound to receive that instruction, and to take it 
as a most useful guide, in all doubtful questions relating to the interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures, as well as to the rites and ceremonies which 
properly pertained to the Church. 


ee ee 


THE WEEKLY’ OFFERTORY. 


In the rubric in the English Prayer Book, we read :—*“ Upon the 
Sundays and other holy days (if there be no Communion) shall be said 
all that is appointed at the Communion, until the end of the general prayer 
for the whole state of Christ’s Church Militant, &c.” The rubric in 
the American Prayer Book differs, for there we read: “ Upon the Sun- 
days and other holy days (if there be no sermon or Communion,) shall 
be said all that is appointed at the Communion unto the end of the Gos- 
pel, concluding with the Blessing.”’ In England, therefore, the old practice 
was on every Sunday to read the Offertory. Such has not been the 
practice in the American Church, and whether our rubric admits it is a 
question. If it does not, it ought to be amended, and no better argu- 
ments for so doing, can be alleged than will be found in the following 
extract from a letter by the eminent Bishop of Exeter. It appears the 
Clergy in England had very generally, contrary to the express direction 
of their rubric omitted the Offertory, except when the ‘ Holy Commu- 
nion”’ was to be administered. 

‘In the Ordinance which the pious wisdom of those who compiled 
the Liturgy has provided—in the Offertory, to be used whenever the 
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Communion office is used—we have a ready machinery by which the 
Church can collect the means, not only of almsgiving, but also of sup- 
porting all its necessary institutions, whether for Christian education, or 
for evangelizing the heathens of the East or West, or for supplying our 
own colonies with such spiritual assistance as a Christian government 
may think itself justified in leaving to be supplied by the voluntary ef- 
forts of individuals—or above and before all, for clearing away the worse 
‘than heathen darkness which covers so large a portion of our land. 
Had this ordinance always been made efficient, and had we kept alivea 
due sense of our common interest in the common weal of Christ’s body, 
we should long ago have seen a house of God erected, a minister of God 
planted, within the reach of every section of our teeming population as 
it arose. We should not have at once to blush and to tremble at the sight 
of that hideous and portentous evil, which the selfish avarice of a few, 
it may be, has engendered, but which the no less selfish indolence and 
indifference of the many have suffered to grow to its present appalling 
magnitude. 

“Thank God, it is not yet too late to betake ourselves to a better 
course. Let us, my reverend brethren, set forth zealously, though so- 
berly, the whole scheme of Christian action, which the Constitution, and 
ordinances, and Liturgy of our Church supply. Truly and wisely has 
it been said by one of its living ornaments, that ‘ until the Church’s in- 
tentions are tully carried out, as to her ritual, we do not know what the 
Church really is, or is capable of doing.’* 

“'To a revival of one, and not the least effectual (under God’s bles- 
sing,) of all its means of spiritual and temporal usefulness, I now invite 
you. ut in order that it may be indeed effectual, teach your people to 
know and feel what the Offertory was designed to be—a means of dis- 
charging one of the most sacred duties, and of exercising, I had almost 
said the highest privilege of Christians—the duty and privilege of ‘ giv- 
ing to God of his own.’ Teach them that this is a duty, which is alike 
bound on the conscience of all to perform—a privilege which is alike 
and equally within the ability of all to exercise—-that the poorest can 
give to God as much as the richest, if he give from the heart. 

“In truth, it is among the most obvious, as well as greatest benefits of 
such an usage, that it tends largely to excite and invigorate the feelings 
which most become a Christian, It makes every worshipper of Christ 
feel that the love of man—evinced in providing for the spiritual as well 
as the temporal wants of man—is a necessary accompaniment of the 
worship of God, if that worship be ‘in spirit and in truth.’ It gives an 
opportunity of strengthening this feeling, by at once acting on it, free 
from the alloy of worldly motive—of vanity and ostentation; thus di- 
rectly fulfilling St. Paul’s direction—‘ He that giveth, let him do it with 
simplicity.’ 

“It is, besides, continually recurring, continually, therefore, impress- 
ing on us the lesson—which cannot be improved too deeply — Freely 
ye have received, freely give,’ | 

“ it accords, too, with that sober-mindedness which the Apostle was 
at all times anxious to inculcate on those to whom he wrote; knowing® 








* Bishop of London’s Charge, 1842. 
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that their very piety, much more their ‘liberality,’ is too apt to degene- 
rate into heat and intemperance. It fosters not, in short—no, nor does 
it admit—any of that unholy excitement which the bustle and tumult of 
meetings, and consultations, and advocatings of the best and holiest 
causes can scarcely fail to create. 

“It enables almost every man among us to bear his part in the com- 
mon concerns of the Church, and thus to make him feel that he isa 
Churchman—feel that Church-membership is not merely a profession, 
but a bond of union, and a principle of United action. 

‘As a mode of almsgiving, it will supply a fund, by which many of 
the most distressing cases under the operation (whether necessary or 
not) of the New Poor Law may be relieved. It will thus assist in pre- 
serving the parochial connexion of our people, and in keeping alive the 
precious sympathies of neighborhood, which it is the undeniable ten- 
dency of this law (whatever compensation it may carry with it) to de- 
stroy. 

«Such, my reverend brethren, are some of the results to which we may 
venture to look forwards from a recurrence to this too long neglected 
ordinance. True it is, we may not reasonably hope for all the results at 
once. In most instances it will be necessary to prepare your people for 
the duty to which you call them; and, prepare them as you may, there 
will still be many who will decry the renewed ordinances as an innova- 
tion—perhaps stigmatize it with some term of reproach. But persist 
in it calmly, meekly, patiently. The manifest holiness and usefulness 
of such a practice will, ere it be long, shame the gainsayer, and silence 
those whom they may fail to win. 

“A more formidable objection seems to arise from the time at which. 
this revival is proposed. It will be said, that, when the greater number 
of yourselves and your parishioners are suffering from the difficulties of 
the times, and from the shock which has been given to every branch of 
commercial and agricultural industry, itis not a season for proposing 
new modes of raising funds from charity. To this it may be answered, 
that, in whatever measure or degree these difficulties are a reason 
against making offerings to God, in the same measure and degree, and 
in no greater, they are an objection to that mode of making those offer- 
ings which the Church has prescribed. Now, can any serious man, 
much less any faithful Christian, say that such are the necessities of the 
day, that the people at large have no funds beyond those which mere 
necessities demand ? that they have nothing left for honoring God, in the 
relief of their afflicted brethren? I stop not for an answer. 

“It is more to our purpose to remark, that the measure which I now 
commend to you is peculiarly fitted for a time of impaired general pros- 
perity ; for at such a time large donations are, indeed, commonly incon- 
venient : but this expedient would substitute small, frequent, regularly— 
recurring offerings, to be enlarged or contracted, as our several circum- 
stances may vary from one brief period to another. Yet the result will 
be far more advantageous, even to the objects for which the weekly 
offering is made, than from greater efforts exerted more rarely. The 
amount will be ‘ncalculably greater ; and, what is no light consideration, 
‘ne regularity and certainty of the supply will give that confidence and 

VOL. XX.—No. 6, 23 


_ 

















178 Church Princzples. [Sept. 


security —which are indispensable to the good administration of all such 
institutions. For all these reasons, but above all because it is enjoined 
by the Church, and therefore we may hope well p!easing to God, | invite 
you, each in his several charge, and under the guidance of Christian 
discretion, above all, with humble and earnest prayer, to strive to revive 
the use of the Offertory on every occasion when the Communion Ser- 
vice shall be used. May God of his goodness accept and bless your 
endeavor! May he make this revival minister to the best interests of 
your own flocks, and of the Church at large.” 


—>—___- 


CHURCH PRINCIPLES. 


The following prophetical observations proceeded, many years ago, 
and before the present great controversy respecting Church principles 
arose, from the Rey. Thomas Sikes of Guilsborough, Northamptonshire, 
a truly evangelical and excellent Clergyman : 

‘‘T seem to think I can tell you something which you who are young, 
may probably live to see, but which I, who shall soon be called away, 
shall not. Wherever I go, | see amongst the Clergy a number of very 
amiable and estimable men, many of them much in earnest, and wishing 
todo good. But I have observed one universal want in their teaching ; 
the uniform suppression of one great truth. ‘There is no account given 
any where, so far as [ see, of the one Holy Catholic Church. I think 
that the causes of this have been mainly two:—the Church has been 
kept out of sight, partly in consequence of the civil establishment of the 
branch of it which is in this country, and partly out of false charity to 
dissent. Now, this great truth is an article of the Creed ; and if so, to 
teach the rest of the Creed to its exclusion, must be to destroy “ the 
analogy” or proportion of the faith. This cannot be done without the 
most serious consequences. ‘The doctrine is of the last importance, and 
the principle it involves of immense power; and some day, not far dis- 
tant, it will judicially have its reprisals ; and whereas the other articles 
of the Creed seem now to have thrown it into the shade, it will then 
seem to swallow up the rest. We now hear not a breadth about the 
Church: by and by, those who live to see it will hear of nothing else ; 
and just in proportion, perhaps, to its present suppression will be its 
future development. Our confusion now-a-days is chiefly owing to the 
want of it; but there will be yet more confusion attending its revival. 
The effects of it Teven dread to contemplate, especially if it come sud- 
denly ; and woe betide those, whoever they are, who shall have in the 
course of Providence, to bring it forward! It ought, especially of all 
others, to be matter of catechetical teaching and training. The doctrine 
of the Church Catholic, and the privileges of Church-membership, can- 
not be explained from pulpits; and those who will have to explain it, 
will hardly know where they are, or which way they are to turn them- 
selves. They will be endlessly misunderstood and misinterpreted. 
There will be one great outcry of Popery from one end of the country 
to the other; it will be thrust upon minds unprepared, and upon an un- 
catechised Church: some will take it up and admire it as a beautiful pic- 
ture ; others will be frightened and run away and reject it; and all will 
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want a guidance which one hardly knows where they shall find. How 
the doctrine may be first thrown forward we know not, and the world 
may any day turn their backs upon us, and this will probably lead to 
those effects I have described.” 

Even in our humbie walk of duty, we can, indeed, bear witness to the 
‘‘ woe” which “ betides those who have, in the course of Providence, to 
bring forward” this long-neglected article of the Creed, in all its bear- 
ings and aspeets. Did we not feel planted upon the rock of Scripture, 
and most fully assured that to reject the evidence by which a visible 
Church, with a threefold ministry, is proved, is to reject the doctrine of 
Infant Baptism, the observance of the Lord’s Day, and, above all, the 
divine authority and inspiration of the Bible, we might well faint and 
give up the contest in despair. But no misgiving ever crosses our sky 
fora moment. Opposition, calumny, falsehood, the gnashing of teeth 
from enemies, and the faithlessness or halting of friends, cannot bend 
our determination to do what we conceive to be our duty. The very 
fury which rages around us isa proof that a practical belief in the exis- 
tence of the Holy Catholic Church, and a conviction of the sin of de- 
parting from it into the ranks of schism, are everywhere extending, and 
must continue to extend more and more. 

Neither have we any fear that the Church, by any considerable num- 
ber of men, will be magnified beyond what isdue. In some respects 
Mr. Sikes’ prediction has been fulfilled to the letter, but the great ma- 
jority of the Clergy and Laity of every branch of the Anglican Com- 
munion, we are well assured, regard the Church only as the handmaid 
of its crucified and adorable head, and can see no lustre in it but what 
is borrowed from the countenance of our glorified Redeemer and Lord, 
— Church. 


eee 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 
OPINIONS OF CALVIN. 


Messrs. Editors,—WLately have 1 become acquainted with the quota- 
tions I now send you: It seems that, besides his errors in relation to 
doctrine, (I allude to his five points,) and to order, (I allude to his unsat- 
isfactory apology for parity, and afterwards his tuo bold vindication of 
the same,) the views of Calvin respecting the Holy Supper were as 
unsound, as his notion respecting our Lord’s descent into, not Hades, 
but the place of torment, was strange, and probably peculiar to himself 
when first promulgated. 

The Rev. J. Sancrit, in a work printed in 1707, remarks :—* It is this 
that I take to be the extremity of blindness ; that, after a material obla- 
tion in God’s Church has been the divine service, from the covenant of 
grace, in every dispensation, for five thousand and five hundred years, 
sO many poor souls should now, in the end 0“ the world, be led into the 
contempt thereof, by almost one man; (Calvin,) who, without any pre- 
tence to new revelation, contrary to the practice and authority of the 
Church in all ages before, without Scripture, fathers, or council, has 
(what none ever before dared to do,) abolished this divine service, and 
being not able to think of any thing to put in the place thereof, has not 
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only left all the public service of God to words, but those also to the 
hazard of single men’s con: eptions, to fancy that variety or contradic- 
tion therein, as shall please their too often vain and foolish understand- 
ings. This man (Calvin,) makes a most unjust complaint against the 
holy fathers of the Church, for that, forsooth, they had turned the Sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper into a kind of a Jewish sacrifice. But 
how many thousand poor souls may justiy complain of him, for robbing 
them of the Christian oblation, of which they have no notion, and by 
consequence of the Sacrament of their Communion with God; and has 
given to them only common bread and wine, in the place of the bread of 
eternal life, and the cup of everlasting salvation! ‘This is, as I think, 
one of the most venomous arrows in all his quiver; the poison whereof, 
has reached not only the brains of his professed disciples, but also of 
some who would be thought true sons and daughters of the Church of 
England ; intoxicated thousands to that degree, as that they will not un- 
derstand the great Christian worship. They know it not, and in their 
blindness and ignorance they contemn it. O how great, how common 
among many is the ignorance, and thereby the contempt, of this divine 
service! How few are there who understand it, and pay due respect 
unto it! 

As it respects the article of our Creed ‘he descended into Hell,” 
(which means into Hades or the place where happy spirits rest till the 
day of the resurrection of the body,) Calvin held that our Lord went 
down to the place of torment, and there endured the pains of a repro- 
bate soul in punishment. 





—- =a — 


PREACHING. 


We must not run into the error of those who confine preaching the 
word, in its true acceptation, to the pulpit and Sermons, excluding from 
it, the reading of Scripture from the desk in the service. We should 
remember that the word now read was the same which Christ, the 
Prophets, and the Apostles preached, and which was afterwards com- 
mitted to writing. In reading therefrom to the pupils, we preach the 
word, while in Sermons, we give according to our knowledge, the sense 
thereof, and exhort to its reception.— Bishop Mead. 


———————__>——- 


LIFE OF LADY FALKLAND, BY TEALE—AN EXTRACT. 


The devoutness of her temper manifested itself very early, in a strict 
obedience to her parents, who never remembered a single violation of 
this first of duties, and a most scrupulous performance of the great 
Christian virtues of prayer and alms- giving. She had certain hours of 
prayer, which she never allowed to be neglected ; and even if her own 
little oratory was intruded upon, she always retired to some other room, 
in order to say the accustomed prayer. Her first work in sempstry, 
also, was the knitting a purse for alms, whose distribution to the poor of 
the neighborhood was her greatest pleasure. That her mind must have 
been very early imbued with the importance of religion, is further evi 
dent from the fact, that at the age of thirteen she became a prey to the 
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despairing dogmas of Calvinism. Discourse with friends, and her own 
earnest prayers, overcame, by God’s blessing, this must fatal blight, to 
which early piety can be exposed, and which, more than once, almost drove 
even Luther to despair; “God upholding,” (as her biographer, John 
Duncan, remarks,) “ this young twig against a storm which hath torn up 
many a fair tree.” She afterwards received much tranquillity and com- 
fort in the performance of her religious duties ; and as if at times una- 
ble to restrain the overflow of delight which she experienced in them, 
she would say, *‘oh, what an incomparable sweetness there is in the 
music upon David’s harp! Oh, what heavenly joy there is in these 
psalms, and in the prayers and praises of God! How amiable are the 
courts of God’s house! How welcome the days of his solemn wor- 
ship! In proof of this, she frequently walked, though very delicate, 
three or four miles a day to Church. 





—— 


CALVINISM. 
From a Sermon by the Bishop of Calcutta, (Wilson. ) 


“Many of the Clergy, who are called evangelical, feel extreme dif- 
ficulty in coming to any conclusion on the texts respecting the purposes 
of God; not a few of them, and some of these amongst the most es- 
teemed, incline, more or less strongly, to the anti-calvinistic exposition 
of them; and although a considerable portion of this class of Clergy, 
undoubtedly, go the length of the revered person who has been the 
subject of this discourse ; (Scott,) yet, like him, they decidedly protest 
against many important particulars to be found in the theology of Cal- 
vin ;* whilst even on those which they erabrace and profess, they do by 
no means lay any considerable stress in their public instructions. The 
whole weight and burden of their doctrine rests on the vital, and plain, 
and undoubted varieties which are essential to man’s salvation, and 
which I have so often adverted to on the present occasion. ‘The state- 
ments which, according to their conscientious interpretation, they find 
in Holy Scripture on other topics, are held by them indeed, but held 
humbly and cautiously—they are not made unduly prominent—they are 
not so represented as to conceal or weaken, much less oppose, the more 
clear, and express, and copious instructions of the same revealed re- 
cords. Since, therefore, they find only a few thinly-scattered texts that 
touch on the secret and inscrutable wil! of God, while almost innumera- 
ble texts, or rather whole books of Scripture, relate to other subjects— 
to the fall and corruption of man, repentance, faith, regeneration, the 
grace and mercy of God, the person and sacrifice of Christ, the work 
of the Holy Spirit, humility, love, peace, forgiveness of injuries, and 
similar topics ; they endeavor to follow this order of instruction in their 
ministry ; and, not presuming wholly to be silent on any part of Scrip- 














* The odium of all Calvin’s System, and of that of many who are “ Calvino calviniores”’ is 
cast not only on this valuable man (Rey. Thomas Scott,) but on numbers who stop short of 
him on Calvinistic points, yea, who entirely disapprove of them. Calvin was agitated by high 
inflammatogy fever in his last sickness, and had doubts of his own spiritual safety, he overcame 
these doubts, not by any reference to the supposed purposes of God, but by the plain promises 
of the Gospel, and the general encouragements of fervent prayer. 
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ture, however mysterious —still less to soften or explain away what they 
believe to be the truth of God, as to his own purpose and grace which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began—the main current of 
their ministration flows in the same streain with that of all the faithful 
servants of Christ in every age—they inculcate the grand doctrines and 
precepts of our own and all the reformed Churches with entire repose 
and acquiescence of mind—and follow these out into the great practical 
end of the whole revelation of God, the recovery of our ruined nature, 
through a divine Mediator, to the purity and holiness in which we were 


created. 





—<— -— 


From the New-York American. 
THE LATE ORDINATION. 


The correspondent Lazcus, who in so earnest, and, withal, we believe. 
in so friendly a spirit, presses us to explain more fully our views on the 
controversy now agitating the Church, will perhaps pardon us, if we 
ask him, whether he is quite clear and distinct in his own? 

This question, indeed, might, we imagine, be put with equal justice 
and effect to the greater portion of those who are now plunging into the 
most abstruse and intricate questions of theology as unhesitatingly as 
though such questions were among their habitual topics of reflection 
and ordinary discussion. 

A great many persons, we are persuaded, have lately spoken oracu- 
Jarly and in decisive tone upon the import of the rubrics, the articles, 
the constitution, and the canons of the Church, who have never read, 
or at any rate, never studied those records; and the Council of Trent 
and the Creed of Pope Pius are bandied about as familiar things, in 
quarters, where a question of where Trent is, or when the Council was 
held, or in what age Pius issued the creed that bears his name, would, 
we suspect—to use a common phrase—considerably stump the oracles. 

% * * * * * * * 

But though not discussing the points actually in issue, or supposed to 
be so, we may indulge in some reflections suggested by the occasion: 
and first, as to the importance of definition! If each one of the dispu- 
tants on either side were required to define in advance his own views— 
to explain precisely wherein he agrees with, and wherein he differs 
from his antagonist, and to give reasons for the faith that is in him, it 
might render controversy at once more brief and less bitter. So too of 
the standards of the Church. If the history of the times in which our 
Articles were framed, be considered, and of the men that framed them, 
much light would be thrown upon their nature; and the Catholic spirit 
in which they are indicted, might, peradventure, extend itself to the 
hearts and consciences of those who in the spirit of truth should seek to 
understand them. It might then perhaps, be seen, that if in some quar- 
ters there is a tendency to what are called high Church doctrines and 
usages, there is an opposite and not less marked tendency towards Dis- 
sent ; (we use the word in no reproachful sense, but as defining briefly 
an idea;) and it might further be’ ascertained that both extremes are 
alike and designedly embraced in the Articles; and therefore that the 
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high Church doctrines may be held and practised without subjecting 
either party to a just imputation of departing from the broad common 
platform of the Church. Rome and Geneva are the two extremes ; the 
via media, the juste milieu, the happy mean, is in the Church Catholic, 
as existing in these United States ; and within its fold there is ample 
latitude, provided in fundamentals there be unity, for a large divergence 
of opinion is non-essentials. 

But of this Church Catholic one of the greatest advantages in a tem- 
poral sense, is, that it has a well ordered constitution and government— 
adapted to present use, or when requiring change, affording the means 
of peacefully and decorously effecting such change ; and herein we find 
another reason for not bringing its affairs into the arena of the secular 
journals. Such a course looks too much like an appeal to popular pas- 
sions or prejudice, rather than to the constitution and the laws. ‘Take 
for instance the existing case—the ordination of Mr. Carey is on all 
hands admitted to be valid—for none but the Bishop (the Church has so 
consented and ordered) has authority in that matter. No discussion, 
therefore, can effect, recall or annul thatact. Butif Mr. Carey be found 
either to teach or preach “ heretical doctrine,” there is a mode pointed 
out in the Canons [xxxvii. of 1832,] by which he can at once be pro- 
ceeded against. “ 14 ” 7 . A 

Stare super antiquas vias, is even more applicable to matters of Church 
than of State; and they who, in moments of irritation or impatience 
smarting under a present wrong, or what they suppose to be so, and 
unwilling to wait for a distant remedy, would invoke the aid of popular 
clamor, and hazard the peace and usefulness of the Church for the mere 
speedy realization of their own views—truly sincere as we doubt not 
they are—may earn the praise of much zeal, but not that of considerate 
wisdom. 

In conclusion to our friend Laicus, and to our brother laymen gene- 
rally, we venture to say, make haste slowly—let us understand before we 
condemn—define before we expunge—and above all, avoid passion and 
presumption in pausing on solemn mysteries—where he who thinks he 
sees clearest is, after all, only groping in the dark, and where humble 
Faith is thrice, yea tenfold, more reliable than the most soaring intellect. 





an 
be 


From the Banner of the Cross. 
DAILY PRAYERS. 


Dear Brother,—While we have been disputing and contending about 
our disputings, and ranging ourselves into parties, in “the House of 
God, which is the Church of the living God,” is it not to be feared that 
we all have been too negligent of the only means whereby the sad 
effects of contention and divisions or “schisms,” can 1eligiously be 
avoided? If the question be asked, what is the leading cause, why true 
religion fails; the fear of God, humility and contrition, faith and pa- 
lence, love and gentleness, expressed in all manner of forms, by which 
Christianity has ever signified her presence and her power? The man- 
ifest answer must be, the want of Prayer. He cannot go wrong whe 
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looks to God to guide him: and will be, led by his unerring wisdom. 
The Church’s wisdom is to know her frailty, and God’s unceasing readi- 
ness to hear her prayers. 

I have been lately reading on the subject of “ Daily Prayers,” and I 
beg of you sufficient space, to spread a small portion of what I have 
collected, upon the pages of your paper. May it fall like “‘ good seed” 
upon some heart prepared of God to receive it. 

“If our people be negligent, we (Clergy) ought to be more zealous : 
if they are licentious, we ought to be more exemplary. Nor let any 
one say, the people will not be prevailed upon: how know we what 
will be hereafter ?’— Bishop Fell. 

‘* Considering that among the Jews there was morning and evening 
sacrifice dai/y offered to God at the Temple; and that the precepts of 
the Gospel oblige us to pray always, and without ceasing; and that the 
ancient Prophets, expressly declare, that there should be as frequent 
devotion in the days of Christ as there had been in former times, that 
‘ Prayer shall be made unto Him continually, and dazly shall he be 
praised;’ considering these things, I say, as Prayer, the Christian sacri- 
fice should be offered morning and evening in public assemblies, so they 
that have such opportunities, and are not lawfully hindered, should en- 
deavor so to regulate their time, as to be able constantly to attend such 
a great advantage to the Christian life.”—Robert Nelson. 


‘To the House or Temple of God, at all times by common order 
appointed, are all people that be Godly, bound with all diligence to 
resort, unless by sickness, or other most urgent causes, they may be 
letted there from.”—Homily. 


“Mr. Herbert’s own practice was to appear constantly with his wife 
and three nieces, the daughters of a deceased sister, and his whole 
family, twice every day at the Church prayers, in the Chapel, which does 
almost join to his parsonage House.”— Walton’s Life. 


‘Every Minister is obliged publicly or privately to read the Common 
Prayer every day in the week, at morning and evening: and in great 
towns and populous places, conveniently inhabited, it must be read in 
Churches, that the daz/y sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving may never 
cease.” — Bishop Jer. Taylor. 

“Tu the discharge of his Ministerial fonctions, he satisfied not hime 
self in diligent and constant preaching only, but much more conceived 
himself obliged to the offering up the solemn dazly sacrifice of prayer, 
for his people, administering the sacraments,” &c.—Dr. Hammond's 
Life. 

‘‘ All Christian Churches have been used to have their public devo- 
tions performed daily every morning or evening. The Apostles and 
primitive Christians continued to observe the same hours of prayer with 


the Jews, as might easily be shown from the Record of the ancient 
Church.” — Wheatly. 


“We may call this (public prayer,) the life and soul of religion, the 


‘anima mundi,’ that universal soul which quickens, unites, and moves 
the whole Christian world, 
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POETRY. 


ORDINATION. 


After this, the Congregation shall be desired secretly in their prayers to make their humble * 
supplications to God for all these things: for which prayers, there shall be silence kept for a space. 

After which shall be sung or said by the Bishop, (the persons to be ordained Priests all 
kneeling, ) “‘ Veni, Creator Spiritus.” —Rubric in the Office for Ordaining of Priests. 


From the Church. 


’T was silence in thy temple Lord, 
When slowly through the hallow’d air 
The spreading cloud of incense soar’d, 
Charg’d with the breath of Israel’s prayer. 


’Twas silence round thy throne on high, 
When the last wondrous seal unclos’d,* 
And in the portals of the sky 
Thine armies awfully repos’d, 


And this deep pause, that o’er us now 
Is hovering—comes it not of Thee? 
Is it not like a Mother’s vow, 
When with her darling on her knee, 


She weighs and numbers o’er and o’er, 
Love’s treasure hid in her fond breast, 
To cull from that exhaustless store 
The dearest blessing and the blest? 


And where shall Mother’s bosom find, 
With all its deep love-learned skill, 
A prayer so sweetly to her mind, 
As, in this sacred hour and still, 


Is wafted from the white-rob’d choir, 
Ere yet the pure high-breathed lay, 
‘‘Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,”’ 

Rise floating on its dovelike way. 


And when it comes, so deep and clear 
The strain, so soft the melting fall, 
It seems not to th’ entranced ear 
Less than thine own heart-cheering call, 


Spirit of Christ—thine earnest given 
That these our prayers are heard, and they, 
Who grasp, this hour, the sword of Heaven, 
Shall feel thee on their weary way. 


Oft as at morn or soothing eve 
Over the Holy Fount they lean, 
Their fading garland freshly weave, 
Or fan them with thine airs serene, 


Spirit of Light and Truth! to Thee 
We trust them in that musing hour, 

Till they, with open heart and free, 
Teach all Thy word in all its power. 


When foemen watch their tents by night, 
And mists hang wide o’er moor and fell, 
Spirit of Counsel and of Might, 
Their pastoral warfare guide Thou well. 





* Rev. viii. 1—When he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in Heaven for the 


space of half-an-hour. 
VOL. xi.—NO. 6. 24 
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And O! when worn and tir’d they sigh 
With that more fearful war within, 

When Passion’s storms are loud and high, 
And broading o’er remembered sin. 


The heart dies down—O mightest then, 
Come ever true, come ever near, 
And wuake their slumbering love again, 
Spirit of God’s most holy Fear! . KEBLE. 


A AL ID OBO SOG 6000 — 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel.—That for Au- 
gust was by the second Missionary of our Church to Syria, and the 
amount received at the doors was $28. 

Church of St. Thaddeus, at Aiken—It was duly consecrated on 
Wednesday, 9th August, Morning Prayer was read by Rev. M. H. 
Lance, the Lessons by the Reetor of St. Paul’s, Summerville, the Ser- 
mon by the Bishop, and the Hely Communion administered by him, 
assisted by the Rector of St. Thomas and St. Dennis. The other 
Clergyman present, and uniting in the procession, was the Missionary 
of our Church to China, who preached iu the afternoon. The following 
was the sentence of Consecration, which was read by the Missionary of 
St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead. 

SENTENCE OF CONSECRATION. 

Whereas, moved, as we humbly trust, by the Holy Ghost, a few indi- 
viduals of the city of Charleston, occasional visiters to the town of 
Aiken, experiencing the need of the Church, of which they are mem- 
bers, and desiring, that, their fellow men, partakers of the “ one 
redemption,” who have their home at Aiken, or who, for the benefit of 
their health, or any other consideration, may be there, for a long or short 
period, might participate in its devotions, sacraments, and teachings; 
and that the community in general may have the advantage of its inter- 
cessions, and its influence, originated a subscription paper to procure a 
proper building, and recommended it to the liberality of their friends, as 
by words, so by more efficacious example. 

And whereas, the Board of Directors, of the Rail-Road Company did 
generously present the friends of the Church, with the conveniently 
situated piece of land, on which it is built—a lot so spacious as to afford 
ample room for a Cemetery, a Rectory, and should it be desired, a 
Parochial School. 

And whereas, under the blessing of God, the good work, prosecuted 
with zeal, and energy, and encouraged by the frequent services of the 
Missionary of “the Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in South-Carolina,” who laid the corner stone, and made 
a suitable address, has been brought to a happy consummation, and this 
edifice, so creditable to the taste, and skill of its Architect, (Mr. F. 
Wesner,) beautiful, commodious, arranged in conformity to Church prin- 
ciples, and usages, and appropriately furnished—so honorable to the 


munificence of its founders—is now sufficiently finished, that it ma y pro- 
perly be consecrated, 
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And whereas, in consequence of the request of the Wardens and 
Vestry, ‘“‘the form of Consecration” has been duly complied with, being 
kindly assisted in the solemn service, by the Reverend Presbyters M. H. 
Lance, E. Phillips, P. Gadsden, A. W. Marshall, and W. J. Boone. 

Now therefore be it known, that from and after the date of this * sen- 
tence of Consecration,” this Hely House, under the title of “the 
Church of St. Thaddeus,” is to be separated from all secular uses, and 
appropriated to these religious purposes: Prayer to God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, three persons, but ene God :,“‘ the adminis- 
tration of the sacraments, and other rites and ceremonies of the Church,” 
and instruction in the truths and duties of the Christian religion, by the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, by Catechising, and by Sermons or 
Lectures, in conformity to the principles and usages of “ the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in the United States of America,” as set forth in the 
Liturgy, Articles, Rubrics, Coustitution, Canons, and other Formularies 
of the said Church. 

Signed, at Aiken, Barnwell District, on this 9th day of August, in the 

ear of our Divine Redeemer, one thousand, eight hundred, and forty- 
three, J. F. Schmidt, and J. K. Sass, being the Wardens; and HKdward 
R. Laurens, James Gadsden, William Gregg, James Black, Benjamin 
Lockwood, L. Allison, and W. C. Courtney, being the Vestrymen of the 


Church of St. Thaddeus. 
CHRISTOPHER E. GADSDEN, 
Bishop of: the Diocese of South-Carolina. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—The “Spirit of Missions” for July and August, (in one 
pamphlet,) contains much and various matter of an interesting charac- 
ter. In his report the Missionary Bishop for the South West writes : 
‘* In the space above indicated (in Tennessee,) will be found many fam- 
ilies warmly attached to our Church from principle as well as early 
association, each one of which might form the nucleus ef a congrega- 
tion that would grow and strengthen under the cultivating hand of a 
faithful and intelligent Clergyman. A young man who would select 
this as his field of labor, and would adopt some plan of itineracy, 
would assuredly be compensated by rich spiritual rewards, and find in 
the hearty and warm welcome given him by independent and substan- 
tial farmers, the wants of the natural man abundantly supplied. Why 
s0 interesting ground for the spiritual husbandman’s labors, should be so 
overlooked and even neglected for other distant and impracticable ob- 
jects, has always been to the writer a matter of no less surprise than of 
regret.” In his “earnest word” for Kenyon College, the Bishop of 
Ohio writes: “ We are so impressed with the necessity of raising up a 
ministry in the West for the occupation of the immense fields constantly 
laid open by our missionary Dishops, that we cannot look calmly on and 
see Kenyon hampered for the want of funds, which the Church at the 
sast cannot invest elsewhere with the expectation of so abundant a har- 
vest.” In the report of the Committee of the Board we read: “In 
conclusion, the Committee regret to observe, in the language of the 
report, a frequent reference to the means actually at the disposal of the 
Foreign Committee, as limiting them in the proposal to the Church of 
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lans of usefulness and duty. Nosuch limitation can be recognized. 
* We walk by faith, not by sight.’ It is for us to propose, wisely, pru- 
dently, confidently. It is for the Church to supply the means. Unless 
the trumpet give a certain sound, ‘ who will prepare himself for the bat- 
tle?’ Itis for us to lead the fight against the enemies of God. The 
sacramental host will not forsake our banner, if it bear, distinct and 
bright, the blazon of the Cross,” In the report of the Foreign 
Committee we read as follows: ‘ After meeting the current expenses 
of our missions, we still find ourselves, at the close of the present 
missionary year, oppressed with a debt of $4,500; and appeal with 
confidence to the liberality of the Church, for the means of payment, 
and for such an accession of funds, as shall enable us to prosecute our 
work on a scale commensurate with her expectations.” In the table 
of contributions, page 320, we notice many mistakes, as “ Charleston, 
St. Paul’s, $259; Radcliffeborough, St. Paul’s, $122.” These are but 
different names for the same Parish. There are no such Congregations 
as * Charleston, Christ ; Charleston, St. Andrew’s ; Charleston, St. Bar- 
tholomew’s; Charleston, St. Luke’s, and Charleston, St. John’s. If 
this last named refers to St. John’s, Hampstead, the amount is a mistake, 
if to St. John’s, Berkley, or St. John’s, Colleton, they are elsewhere 
named inthe list. In the Journal of our Convention, 1843, is a correct 
list of the names of the Congregations. The acknowledgements for July, 
are for Domestic Missions $1,900—from South-Carolina $194; for Fo- 
reign $2,930—from South-Carolina $1,116. 


New-Jersey.—The 60th annual Convention was held May 31st, June 
Ist—present, the Bishop, 30 of the Clergy, and 52 Lay-Deputies. 
There are 1 Bishop, 38 Presbyters, 6 Deacons, and 5 Candidates for 
Orders. In his address, afier noticing some of the disadvantages of 
Sunday Schools, the Bishop says: ‘“‘ Does any ask, what is the substitute 
proposed? The natural, the reasonable, the divine provision. Chil- 
dren are born of parents. They are new born, with sponsors. To 
these, the first responsibility belongs. It cannot be delegated, it can- 
not be escaped from, it cannot be neglected, without fearful conse- 
quences, in time, and through eternity. But, though the first and chief, 
these are not the whole reliance. There comes in, as their delegated 
auxiliary, the Christian school master or mistress ; the parish school, as 
the joint-nursery, to train the minds and hearts of children of one neigh- 
borhood. A Christian school; as it is sanctified by daily prayer. A 
Christian school ; as Christian doctrines, and Christian duties, are among 
its daily themes. A Christian school; as it is taught by those who, in 
word, and deed, and good example, are tried Christians. A Christian 
school ; as its design is to train Christians for whatever state of life it 
may please God to call them to. A Christian school; as it is under the 
entire control, and enjoys the constant supervision of the Christian Pas- 
tor. And, finally, the Christian Pastor’s chiefest work, the catechising 
‘ openly in the Church,’ of the children, who, in the parish school, are 
thoroughly instructed in the catechism ; and his preparation of them, in 
full and strict compliance with the requirements of the rubrics, to be 
‘ brought to the Bishop, to be confirmed by him.’ This is the Church’s 
plan. Anold plan. A tried plan. Asure plan. It is wise in its pro- 
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visions. It is responsible in its agencies. It is safe in its results. It is 
the plan of the Book of Common Prayer, and of the Holy Scriptures. 
It is God’s plan, and has the promise of His blessing.” * * “In 
this connexion, I feel bound to make my protest, in a few words, against 
another use to which such buildings are likely to be appropriated, as a 
sort of secondary houses of worship, or lecture rooms. Sometimes the 
Church is thought too good for any but Sunday use; as some people 
live in the kitchen, and shut up the house, except for company. Some- 
times the expense of fires and lights is made the reason ; as if, in saving 
souls, these should be thought of. Sometimes the small number that 
attend, supplies the answer; as if the use of a smaller room was not a 
hint to stay at home; and as if Christ had not promised his presence to 
the ‘two or three,’ that come together in the place of his memorial. 
It is of the Church, that God hath said, ‘ My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all people.’ * * ‘ Let there be for every con- 
gregation its own house of prayer; and that, the place of pastoral 
instruction. Let it be without a basement story, to mar its fair propor- 
tions, to divide its perfect unity, and perhaps to desecrate its sanctity. 
Let it be opened, as near as may be, for perpetual worship. Let the 
children be accustomed to sing Hosannas in it, to the Son of David. 
If there need a place for their instruction, other than in the Church, let 
it be supplied in the cheapest, simplest, least obtrusive way. If there 
need other than the stated public services, as from house to house, let 
them be in Christian houses, by the hearths of men, and in the homes 
where children live, as family, or social, not as public worship. God 
will come down and bless the prayer of faith, let it be offered where it 
will. But they who goto seek Him, must go where He promises to be, 
in His own House, upon His holy mountain.” 

Maryland.—The 55th Annual Convention of this Diocese met May 
31st to June 2d—present, the Bishop, 68 of the Clergy, and 50 Lay- 
Deputies. There are 90 Clergymen, and 17 Candidates for Orders, 
besides 18 others in various grades of preparation for the ministry. 
From the Bishop’s address we make these extracts: “ I know men en- 
joying competence, who can afford to pay hundreds yearly for the secular 
education of their children, content to live themselves, and to let their 
children and numerous dependents live, year after year, without any 
regular provision for religious worship, incurring with open eyes the 
fearful risk of a direct violation of the divine injunction not to forsake 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is. For 
these things God will surely visit. The profession which allows of such 
practice, it is not hard to class.” * * “It is matter of deep regret 
that so many of our candidates are compelled, by valid reasons, to fore- 
go the great advantages to be derived from a course of study in the 
theological school of the Church. The need of thorough training for 
the ministry is becoming daily greater, as the storms of controversy that 
rage around us multiply, and threaten to shake even the well-learned 
from their steadfastness, much more the shallow, self-sufficient sciolist in 
theology, who has never read enough to learn the extent of his own ig- 
norance. I have given much thought and careful observation to this 
matter, and believe that duty to the Church requires increasing strict- 
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ness in the examination of those who seek admission to holy orders. 
Two guides in such examination present themselves to me: the course 
of study in the General Theological Seminary, the recognised organ of 
the Church for the preparation of her ministry; and that heretofore 
recommended by the House of Bishops. On one or other of these, in 
its entireness, except in cases of a very peculiar character, [ shall feel 
bound to insist, for the time to come, and hope to ordain none who shall 
not have proved themselves fully competent for all the arduous duties of 
the ministry, so far as study can make them competent, in a close scru- 
tiny of their acquaintance with the system of doctrine, discipline and 
worship of the Church inculcated in her standard authorities.” * * 
“ Before concluding, I beg leave once more to call the attention of my 
brethren of the Clergy to the observance of the holy days and seasons 
of the Church in general, and especially of the fasts of the four weeks 
before the seasons of ordination. A growing disposition in the Laity to 
avail themselves of the admirable helps to spiritual progress furnished 
by the feasts and fasts of the Church is quite observable. The least we 
can do is to cherish and advance it. More particularly do we need to 
inculcate and practice humiliation and prayer in contemplation of our 
privileges and the little profit. we derive from them. Surely we may 
hope that joint prayer for more laborers in the harvest now so white, 
and for more zeal and spirituality, and united persevering effort in those 
who do labor, will not be poured forth in vain! May we not even 
humbly trust that the great increase in the aspirants to the sacred min- 
istry in the diocese, is owing in some degree to our observation of the 
Ember seasons? and that the more generally and devoutly we conse- 
crate those seasons to earnest prayer for a faithful zealous ministry, 
abundant in proportion to the wants of the Church, the more we shall 
find the hearts of fit persons moved to offer themselves for the work, in 
spite of its privations, and crosses, and disappointments ; and the hearts 
of the people opened and warmed to provide for the support of a great- 
ly multiplied and extended band of laborers.” 


Illinois. —The 8th Annual Convention of this Diocese was held June 
4th—present, the Bishop, 11 of the Clergy, and 8 Lay-Delegates. 
There are 13 Clergymen, and 4 Candidates for Holy Orders. From the 
address of the Bishop we quote: “ The salutary rule of repeating the 
commandments of God in public worship, and imploring his heavenly 
grace “to incline our hearts to keep his law,” having been long neg- 
lected by most other denominations but the Church, religion is often not 
brought in aid of the practice of moral duties. Memory, in a vast 
majority of the people, has lost sight of the Ten Commandments them- 
selves, and the heart seems to be insensible to their binding character; 
so that those obligations which are based on this moral law of the Most 
High, are disregarded to an alarming degree. To stop these evils we 
see but little hope, by reason of the many divisions of the Christian 
communities about us; each striving to gain proselytes, and to retain the 
members already gained, not by reproving them for their sins, but by 
flattering their passions. Amidst all this, the meagre, hungry, and never 
satisfied yet adored idol, covetousness, retains his influence over the 
hearts of our speculators and usurers, whom for the most part he has 
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already ruined.” * * ‘ Were the Episcopal Church of modern 
origin—could she salute with ‘ the right hand of fellowship,’ the many 
sects that surround her who are but of yesterday—could she say to all 
from the Romanist to the Mormon, ‘ we are all brethren,’ how easy 
would it be to live in favor? But would that be the favor of God ?” 

Kemper College-—Those who recently visited the College for the first 
time, will perhaps be surprised to learn, that a little more than six years 
ago it had no existence even in name, and its “ local habitation” is of 
still later date. It was incorporated in January, 1837; since then, all 
that they now behold, so pleasing to the eye, and cheering to the heart, 
has been accomplished. Within that short period its extensive build- 
ings have been erected, affording ample and convenient accommodations 
for the professors, teachers and students, with every convenience for the 
various purposes of the institution ; the natural beauty of the site and 
the adjacent grounds has been improved by industry, taste and unwa- 
vering perseverance; but above all, a system of government has been 
adopted and adhered to, demonstrating its excellency and efficiency in 
its practical results,—in the advaucement of the students and pupils in 
the acquisition of knowledge,—in the harmony and good feeling which 
prevails among them,—in their affection for each other,—their attach- 
ment to the institution, its president, professors and teachers,—and in 
their contentment and happiness. The first commencement of the in- 
stitution will, I understand, be held during the last week of this month, 
which will afford a favorable opportunity to all who desire it, to form 
their own judgment of its merits. 


Rev. Arthur Cary’s Ordination—He had complied with all the Ca- 
nonical requisitions—a question was raised as to his orthodoxy, and a 
special examination was had. Six of the Presbyters present were satis- 
fied—two were not—the Bishop had commenced the ordination office— 
the two Presbyters who had questioned Mr. C’s. orthodoxy protested 
against the Bishop’s going on—the Bishop stated that the impediment 
alledged by them, had been duly considered and adjudged to be insuffi- 
cient. A statement from two Presbyters as to the unsoundness of Mr. 
C’s. theology, and a counter statement from six Presbyters have been 
published. Mr. C. has published a short letter in which he remarks of 
the statement against him “it does not fairly represent my views, 
“because it is without my explanations, and modifications, and more- 
“over because (what some will be surprised to hear,) it is not my 
“ own language either as regards the body of the document, or the cor- 
“rections printed in italics.” In conformity to the 7th Article of the 
Constitution of our Church, Mr. C. had signed this declaration—* I do 
solemnly engage to conform to the doctrines and worship of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church.” Such are the facts, which of course are 
placed in a “ Protestant Episcopal Register,” although it is more to our 
taste to suppress a flame, than to fanit, by even our puny quill feather. 
We give no opinion, because we do not hold to the dogma that “ the 
press,” secular or religious, has any authority in the Church—the dic- 
tum of an editor, or the whole editorial corps being worth no more than 
that of other men—and because the decision of the question as to- the 
heresy of a candidate for holy orders is committed: by the Church to the 
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Bishop, as the ultimate arbiter, and who, moreover, has the highest mo- 
tive, and peculiar advantages to enable him, to come to a right decision. 
In abstaining from comment in this and other cases, we have been influ- 
enced by meditation on 1 Thess. iv. 11—2 Thess. iii. 12—1 Cor. xiii. 


5, 7—and Psalm cxxxi. 1—1 Peter iv. 15. 

The Lord’s day reverenced.—In our city, the Sunday market has been 
by law prohibited, and also the vending of vegetables, &«. by blacks from 
the adjacent country (too long winked at)—one of our city newspapers 
is no longer to be printed in holy time, and Saturday which has been 
a recreation day for the printers, is to be the working day, instead of the 
Sunday. We hope and pray, that the reformation will go on—that the 
Post Office and the Rail-Road will be shut up on the Lord’s day, and 
when it is generally kept holy, we have faith to believe there will be a 
blessing pure, and substantial, and permanent for our beloved Charleston. 

_——> 
Obituary Notice. 
ON THE SUDDEN DEATH OF MRS. ANN LEHRE. 
[REPRINTED BY REQUEST. ] 
‘“* Be ye also ready.” 
I miss thy kind familiar voice, 
I miss thy placid smile, 


The feeble step I lov’d to aid 
Along the sacred Aisle. 


But thou Earths sorrows art above, 
Selfisi: that grief would be, 

Mourning the mandate which must prove, 
A change so blest for thee. 


Such be our course if summoned hence, 
With warning brief as thine, 

Our well trimm’d lamps may shed their ray 
On our Redeemer’s shrine, 


Died, in this city, of Paralysis, on Saturday, 15th July, in the 69th year of her age, 
Mrs. ANN LEHRE, of St. Stephen’s Parish, estimated and beloved by a large circle of 
acquaintances, her unpretending excellence of character, her ardent piety, and lively faith, uni- 
ted to a sweetness of temper, rarely equalled, won the tenderest affection of those with whom 
she was more intimately connected. 


‘“‘ Green be the turf above thee, 
Friend of my early days. 
None knew thee but to love thee, 











None named thee but to praise.’ E. M. 
a : 
CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER, 1843, 

3. 12th Sunday after Trinity. 22. : 
10. 13th Sunday after Trinity. Eat a 
17. 14th Sunday after Trinity. 24. 15th Sunday after Trinity. 
20. Ember-day. 29. St. Michael and All Angels. 
21. St. Matthew. 

<a 

ERRATA. 


Page 232, line 18, between the words “are and masters,”’ insert not. 

“234, line 5, between the words “ Deity and they,”’ insert though. 

Ilne 3 from bottom, drop the comma after unknown and prefix it. 

** 236, line 12 from bottom, “ his peer” should be Him peer. 
Among references at bottom of page 230, “ * Heb. xii. 19, 21,” should be * Deut xxxii. 2. 
Page 289, . * Deut. xxxiii. 2,” should be * Hed. vii. 18. 

‘* 209, line 21 from end, for “ was used here,” read was used.—We have, &c. 

“© 259, last line, for ‘ social,”’ read soil. 
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REMOVAL. 


SWORDS, STANFORD & CO. have removed their old established Book-store, from 152° 
to 139 Broadway; a few doors North of the City Hotel. Who have just published a Compen- 
dious Ecclesiastical History, from the earliest period to the present time. By the Rev. Wm. 
Palmer, M. A., of Worcester College Oxford, author of Origines Liturgice, &c., with a Pre- 
face and Notes by an American Editor, 4th Edition ; with a Series of Questions, adapting the 
work for Parochial Instruction. Price 40 cents each. 


For sale by A. E. MILLER. 





J. A. SPARKS, 111 NASSAU-STREET, NEW-YORK, 


Begs leave to offer his sf4ices to Clergymen, and others at.a distance from the New-York 
Book Market, to purchase Books for them on the most reasonable terms, and to forward 
them, as may be directed, to any part of the United States, or Canada. 

Orders, enclosing cash, for any book in this market, or for Sunday School Libraries, will be 
promptly attended to. : 

He begs leave to refer to the Right Rev. the Bishop of New-York, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Chase of Illinois; the Rev. Messrs. D. S. Lewis, St. Francisville, La.; W. D. Cairns, Co 
jumbus, Ga.; J. A. M’Kenney, Cambridge, Md.; Rev. Dr. Seabury, New-York; C. N. S. 
Rowland, and Cornelius Oakley, Esgrs., New-York; and Rev. Dr. Chase, of Bellows’ Falls, 


Vt. 


GREGORIAN AND OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL CHANTS, 


Adapted to the Psalter and Canticles, as they are pointed to be sung in 
Churches. From the second London Edition. 


This work contains, 1. The eight Gregorian tones with their several endings; 2. A 
variety of the same tones harmonized for four voices, but so as to preserve unaltered 
the original melodies; 3. Miscellaneous Chants; 4. The Versicles and Responses, 
from Tailis’s Cathedral Service. ‘To which is added, Kyriz Exvxison, Sanertus, and 
Responses to the Decalogue. 

CANTICLES OF THE CHURCH; being parts of the Services of the Church 
which may be ‘‘ said or sung,’’ pointed and arranged in bars, corresponding with the 
music to which they may be sung. The design of this work is to enable the congrega- 
tion to unite with the Choir in performing this part of the service. 


TE DEUM AND JUBILATE, (in A.) by Wm. Boyce, Mus Doct. Cire. 1760. 
With an easy arrangement for the Organ and Piaro Forte, by Edward Hodges, Esq. 
Mus. Doct. ; Director of the Music of Trinity Parish, New-York. 


_ This work contains 18 quarto pages, with an engraved title page, suitable in form to 
bind with other music. Price 75 cents. ‘The attention of the friends of Church Music 
of the highest order is respectfully solicited to this work. 


MUSIC OF THE CHURCH, (with a Supplement.) A Collection of Psalm, 
Hymn and Chant Tunes, adapted to the worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States. By the Kev. Dr. Wainwright.. Seventh edition. 


THE CHURCH CHOIR: Parts First and Second. By the Rev. Mr. Muenscher, 
ah ve 00. The second Part, consisting of Chants, Anthems and Sentences. Price, 
24 cents. 


Seam OF THE CHURCH: By Messrs. Darley & Stanbridge. Price: 
» cents. , 


GEMS OF SACRED MUSIC: Consisting of eleven Introductory Sentences, and 
one Funeral Anthem for four voices ; with an accompaniment for the Piano-Forte or 
Organ. Selected from the best composers, and arranged by J. C. B. Standridge, Or- 
ganist of Christ Church, Philadelphia. 

For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


LENTEN FAST. 


The History, object and proper observance. of the Holy season of Lent; by the Rev 
Wm. Ingraham Kip, mM. A., Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Albany, N. Y. 4 

a bs sale by A. E. MILLER. 
wits e _ ove highly interesting and valuable little volume, came to hand too late- 
a bese ts which might be derived fromm its use during Lent; but those who are 

posed to lay by in stare, cannot.do better than call and take a copy. 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 





1843. Mrs. Wm. Timmons, 3 06 
Amt. brought forward, received, $250 75 | Mr. Ch. McKinney, 3 00 
Hon. Alfred Huger, 3 00 | Mr. Edward McCrady, 3 00 
Mrs. Joseph Manigault, 3 00 | Mr. Edward Frost, 3 00 
Mrs. Isaac Ball, 3 00 | Rev. J. B. Campbell, 3 00 
Mrs. Samuel Wilson, 3 00 | Mrs. Wm. S. Elliott, 3 00 
Mrs. Clarkson, 3 00 | Mrs. E. Horry, 3 00 
Miss Pinckney, 3 00 | Dr. T J. Wray, Augusta, 3 00 
Mr. Edward Roach, 3 00 | Rev. Ed. E. Ford, do. 3 00 
Rev. M. H. Lance. 3 00 | Mrs. Sarah Adams, do. 1842 and’3 6 00 
Mrs, Charles Faber, 3 00 | Mrs. Wm. Mason Smith, 3 00 
Rey Ed. Phillips, 3 00 | Mrs. Ancrum, ; 3 00 
Miss Hort, 3 00 | Mr. Edward R. Laurens, 3 00 
Mr. Thos. H, Jervey, 3 00 } Richard E. Dereff, 3 00 
Mias Mary Roupel, 3 00 | John G. Garden, Aiken, 3 00 
Miss S. R. Simons, 3 00 1842. 
Mr. John Dixon, 3 00 | Thos. F. Drayton, Hilton Head, 3 00 
Mr. E. W. Edgerton, 3 00 
Mr. F. Richards, 3 00 $355 75 
Mrs. Maurice Simons, jr. 3 00 





. : ——— 
NEW WORKS FOR SALE, 
At the Store of A, E. Miller, No. 25 Broad-street, a variety of New Works, recently re- 


ceived, among which are 

BERNARD LESLIE, or a Tale of the last ten years. By the Rev. W. Gresley, M. A. 

THE PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN, or the Devout Penitent ; a book of Devotion, contain- 
ing the whole duty of a Christian, on all occasions and necessities. By Dr. Sherlock. Both 
of the above works are reprints from London editions. 

TWO DISCOURSES ON PROPHECY, with an Appendix in which the scheme of Mr. 
Miller, concerning our Lord’s Second Advent is considered and refuted. By Samuel F. Jar- 
vis, D. D. L. L. D . a 

A VINDICATION OF THE APOSTOLICITY and Independence of the Holy Catholic 
Church in England and the United States. By the Rev. William H. Odenheimer, A. M. 

THE PRIESTHOOD IN THE CHURCH,—set forth in Two Discourses, delivered by 
Bishop Whittingham, in St. Paul’s Church, Baltimore. 

Rev. Dr. PUSEY’S SERMON ON THE EUCHARIST, with an American Appendix, 
compiled from the Confessions of Faith and other Standards of the Presbyterian and Dutch 
Reformed Churches, and the writings of Calvin, Melancthon, and Luther, 

A LETTER TO A PARISHIONER, relative to the recent Ordination of Mr. Arthur 
Carey. By Benj. J. Haight, A. M., Rector of All Saint’s Chnrch, New-York. 

A COMPANION FOR THE FESTIVALS AND FASTS of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, principally selected and altered from Nelson’s Com- 
panion for the Festivals and Fasts of the Church of England, with Forms of Devotion. By 
John Henry Hobart, D. D., 9th Edition. Price 50 cents. 

NEW MANUAL OF DEVOTION, corrected and enlarged by Levi Silliman Ives, D. D. 

AN AFFECTIONATE INVITATION TO THE HOLY COMMUNION, being selec- 
tions from the Works of eminent English Divines. By Benj. Dorr, D. D. 

THE DEVOUT CHURCHMAN’S COMPANION, or a Faithful Guide in Prayer, Medi- 
tation, and the Reception of the Holy Eucharist. By Rev. W. H. Odenheimer, A. M. 

A DICTIONARY OF THE CHURCH, containing an exposition of the terms, phrases, 
and subjects connected with the External Order, Sacraments, Works, and usages of the P. E. 
Church, &c. By Rev. Wm Staunton. 

PAROCHIAL SERMONS. By John Henry Newman, B. D., Fellow of the Oriel College; 
and Vicar of St. Mary the Virgin’s, Oxford. The six volumes of the London edition, com- 
plete in two elegant octavo volumes of upwards of 600 pages each, $5 00. 

THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST, or, Hints respecting the Principles, Constitution, and 
Ordinances of the Catholic Church. By Frederick Denison Maurice, M. A., Chaplain of Guy’s 
Hospital, Professor of English Literature and History, King’s College, London, in one ele- 


gant‘octavo volume of 500 pages, uniform in style with Newman’s Sermons; Palmer on the 
Church, &c., $2 50. 

















(A. E MILLER receives Subscribers for the following Church Papers: « THE 
CHURCHMAN,” “ THE BANNER OF THE CROSS,” “THE TRUE CATHOLIC, | 
“THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS,” « THE JOURNAL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, 
‘THE CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE;” and also for the BRITISH CRITIC and QUAR* 
TERLY THEOLOGICAL REVIEW, published in London. 





























